The influence of the auricles upon the position of the heart has hardly received from clinicians the attention its importance In a paper published some time ago, on the use of posture in percussion of the cardiac area,2 I showed that the organ was possessed of considerable mobility.
The influence of the auricles upon the position of the heart has hardly received from clinicians the attention its importance demands; and though the work1 of Dr. Ewart, dealing with the recognition of enlargements of the left auricle by posterior percussion, has stimulated interest in this practical question, something still remains to be done. We are, indeed, familiar with the description of the morbid anatomy of the auricles in various diseases of the heart; but the part they play in modifying its percussion boundaries has been generally lost sight of. Perhaps the reason for this lies in the usual method of conducting a post-mortem examination, where opening of the chest involves disturbance of the relations of the organs.
No systematic attempt has apparently been made to ascertain the effect of enlargement of one auricle upon the other, or upon the heart as a whole ; and it was with a view to obtain some information on the open chest gives support to the same contention. When a ligature is placed around the aorta and gradually tightened, the heart enlarges, and advances towards the front wall of the chest. 
